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Greeting of JAAGA New President
Gen. Shigeru Iwasaki (Ret.)

Former Chief of Staff, Joint Staff & Special Advisor to MOD

JAAGA started with approximately 200 members and about 30
supporting members (individual, corporation, organization ) on July 5 in
1996. It celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. This thanks deeply to
‘the support, cooperation and kindness of the many members concerned

of both Japan and the United States, including the first president Gen.
Hitoshi Ohmura (ex- Chief of Staff, JASDF, Ret.).

For the past 20 years, JASDF and USAF, as the allied nation's military air power, have
been respecting each abilities and keeping good relations together. In the JAAGA foundation
period of 20 years ago, I heard that the seniors of JASDF alumnus had seriously thought,
based on the trust and bond of each air force, how they could support and repay the efforts of
the active duty members of JASDF and USAF, and how they could encourage the USAF
soldiers and their family staying in Japan who carried out Japan-US security arrangements.

JAAGA was founded, as mother's body for activities of JASDF alumnus, in order to have
USAF realize the significance of existence of USAF in Japan, and introduce our thanks and
goodwill into the activities of USAF in Japan.The steady activities of JAAGA have further
deepened the mutual trust between JASDF and USAF, and have bred the environment for
active members to smoothly accomplish the duty, thus, I think, JAAGA activities have been
one of the backbone to support the good Japan-U.S. relationship which is indispensable for
security and peace of Japan. Under the situation of troubles both domestic and abroad, the
importance of the strong Japan-U.S. security system increases more and more for our country,

and we cannot miss the continuous efforts which improve the trust between Japan and the
United States. I am convinced that JAAGA is one of the core for these efforts.

I will make every possible effort and go forward together with the members of JAAGA,
sharing both the purpose at the very time of the foundation and the enthusiasm for JASDF
and USAF, to enhance further evolutional development of JAAGA activities.
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Launching Ceremony of JAAGA S8 ‘1

Opening Remarks by the first president 5 .
Gen.Hitoshi Ohmura, ex- Chief of Staff, JASDF(Ret.) The first launching session

July 5 1996 “KAGAMI-BIRAKI ($55H %) ”
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